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Ladies, be prepared to be pampered!
GREENFIELD

Staff Report

GREENFIELD — The 13th annual
YMCA Girls Day Out is back and bigger
and better, according to the staff.

On Sunday, Jan. 27, from noon to 3
p.m., the YMCA is holding a special free
event for girls ages 10 to 100.

“Girls, women, mothers and grand-
mothers of all ages are invited to come
and pamper themselves on Sunday,”
YMCA Health and Wellness Director
Dawn Dorsey said.

“Participants will have the opportunity
to try a variety of group exercise classes
from noon to 3 p.m., including Pound at
12:30, Grove Together (dance fitness) at 1,
Zumba at 1:30 and yoga at 2:15,” she
said. “There will be 30-minute introduc-
tion spinning classes at 12:30, 1 and 1:30,
she said, while adult girls (ages 15 and
older) may soak in the jacuzzi, lap swim
and have a free chair massage.
Girls ages 10 and older will be able to try

scuba at 1:30 p.m. and kayaking with
Zoar at 2:15.”

Fitness Director Jayne Trosin said
42 local vendors who specialize in prod-
ucts and services important to women
will be present. Some of the products are
jewelry, cookware, make-up, footcare,
bone density screening, handbags, can-
dles and tarot card reading.

Trosin said from 1 to 2 p.m., there will
be presentation on MiCoachee which is a
motivational phone app. Attendees can
also learn about the Y’s many social re-
sponsibility projects and volunteer oppor-
tunities.

Executive Director Bob Sunder-
land said, “2019 is the 130th year of
YMCA programming in Franklin County
and the 80th year we have been on Main
Street. If you look at old Y program
guides, you will see similar programs,
decade after decade, like Camp Apex,
swimming and youth sports. You will also
see the transformation of our Y to the

nonprofit wellness center it is today.”
Sunderland said the majority of the

Y M C A’s adult programs are geared to-
ward health seekers, families and se-
niors, and its newest program,
M.I.G.H.T.Y., is a youth weight manage-
ment program. There is also the 8-year-
old Prescribe the Y program, where
more than 70 primary care providers re-
fer about 800 patients to the YMCA each
year for a free consultation to lose weight,
get healthier or heal or deal
with chronic pain.

“Girls Day Out is for girls ages 10 to
100, but girls ages 10 to 14 must be with an
adult female relative or guardian,”
Trosin said. “The Game Room/Kid Fit
center will be available for free super-
vised play for boys and girls ages 5 to 12.
The Game Room is full of old-fashioned
games for children to play. Child Watch
for ages  2- to 4-year-olds will also be

STAFF FILE PHOTO
Emily Brownlee, 16, left, who is in the cosmetology program
at Franklin Tech, braids the hair of Barbara Giguere as she
sits with her granddaughter Grace Giguere, 4, during the
12th annual Girls Day Out at the YMCA in Greenfield in
2018 .

By MAX MARCUS
Staff Writer

BERNARDSTON — The
Heirloom Collective is seek-
ing to expand into the recre-
ational marijuana market.

The marijuana grower, lo-
cated just outside central
Bernardston on Route 10,
was originally only licesnsed
to supply to medical dispen-
saries. But since August, the
company has been in discus-
sions with the Selectboard
about supplying to retailers
selling for recreational use,
as well.

The change would require
a new license from the state,
but first the company needs
an updated host agreement
with the town. The company
is negotiating the terms of

the new agreement with the
Selectboard, with a meeting
planned for 3:30 p.m. on
We d n e s d a y.

“We feel like we’re pretty
close to agreeing to some-
thing,” said Jim Counihan,
CEO of the Heirloom Collec-
tive.

Although the company
hopes to eventually expand
its facility, Counihan said, it
has no plans to do so yet. The
current facility is equipped to
grow for both uses.

At a special town meeting
in November, Bernardston
voted to allow the Heirloom
Collective a simplified legal
avenue for expanding its fa-
cility as the company grows,
although the decision ulti-
mately has to be approved by

the state legislature.
Technically, the decision

the town made was to exempt
the Heirloom Collective from
the state’s classification of
marijuana cultivation as a
non-agriculutral business.
This is done through a
“home-rule petition,” which
is forwarded to the state leg-
islature, and then treated as
a bill. Counihan said that
state Rep. Paul Mark, D-
Peru, filed the petition on Fri-
d a y.

If it passes, it will allow the
Heirloom Collective to build
greenhouses and other agri-
cultural structures through
the same process that farm-
ers go through.

Contact Max Marcus at
mmarcus@recorder.com or
413-772-0261 ex 261.

Pot grower seeking expansion
BERNARDS TON

By MELINA BOURDEAU
Staff Writer

Nomination papers
now available

Nomination papers for the
Annual Town Election, which
will be on Monday, May 20,
are now available at the
Town Clerk’s office until
Thursday, March 28. They
must be returned no later
than Monday, April 1, by
5 p.m.

The following seats are
available: selectman, asses-
sor, town clerk, treasurer/tax
collector, board of health,
and parks and recreation
and tree warden — each for
a three-year term.

There are four seats avail-
able on the library Board of
Trustees, three for a three-

year term and one for a one-
year term.

The Montague Housing
Authority has one seat for a
five-year term.

The Soldier’s Memorial
Trustees has a Veteran’s seat
for a three-year term.

Town Meeting members
are strongly needed repre-
senting each precinct in
town. The deadline to regis-
ter to vote is, Tuesday, April
30. Nomination papers re-
garding school committee
seats are provided by the
Gill-Montague Superinten-
dent of Schools at 35 Crocker
Avenue, 863-9324.

Dog licenses
Montague dog licenses

are now available at the
Town Clerk’s office. All dogs
six months and older must
be licensed and tagged each

year. A license for a
neutered or spayed dog is
$5 and a license for an unal-
tered dog is $10. The clerk’s
office requires proof of rabies
vaccination and also re-
quires proof of spaying or
neutering unless already
previously provided. There
is a late fee of $20 after
Thursday, May 30. License
renewals may be obtained
through the town’s website:
 www.montague-ma.gov —
only if your dog’s rabies vac-
cination that was used for
last year’s registration has
not yet expired.

If you no longer have your
dog, let the town clerk know
by calling 413-863-3200, ext.
203, or townclerk@mon-
tague-ma.gov. The Town
Clerk’s office is open Mon-
day, Tuesday and Thursday
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., and
Wednesdays 8:30 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. Town Hall is closed on
Fridays.
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Staff Report

GREENFIELD — The Winter Carni-
val returns for its 97th year on Friday,
Feb. 1, through Sunday, Feb. 3, with a
weekend full of activity.

This year’s theme is “Winter ’s
M a j e s t y, ” and it appears, as of now, that
there will be plenty of snow.

Since its beginning, the event has
brought the community together in cele-
bration of winter.

This year, the celebration kicks off on
Feb. 1 with live ice carvings throughout
the downtown. The ice sculptures will be
displayed all weekend long — and be-
yond. People are encouraged to vote for
their favorite on the Town Common at
the ballot box. The sculptures will be illu-
minated in the evening. 

There will also be an “official” torch
lighting on the Common at 4 p.m. on Feb.
1, followed by a performance by

MEGAdance at 5:30 p.m. and the 5th an-
nual Parade of Lights at 6 p.m. During
the Parade of lights, illuminated vehicles
will travel from Newton School to Bea-
con Field with displays sure to light up
the night. Parade entries are required.

Following the parade, a warming fire
and fireworks will take place at Beacon
Field, and the festivities will continue
with a Winter Carnival Ball at Hawks &
Reed featuring TapRoots and Wurliday.
Other activities on Friday include
the Amateur Photography Contest, Win-
ter Carnival Instagram Scavenger
Hunt and a Hot Chocolate and Board
Game Social at the library.

On Saturday, Feb. 2, the day be-
gins with the four-mile Sleigh Bell
Run. Participants jingle their way
through the scenic course that begins on
Hope Street and winds through the
Highland Park area. Participants can
register online or at the Recreation De-

partment, as well as on the day of the
race at Hope & Olive Restaurant.

For those looking for some indoor fun
on Saturday, don’t miss the Family Fun
Fest, featuring a performance by world-
renowned Alex the Jester, who has ap-
peared on Showtime and America’s Got
Talent. Family Fest will also feature an
art exhibit, face painting, crafts and
board games with Greenfield Games.
Popcorn and drinks will be available for
purchase. Additional Saturday activities
include basketball games, Fatbike Group
Ride, a cribbage tournament and the big
Saturday Jamboree at Hawks and Reed.

On Sunday, Feb. 3, events start at 8
a.m. with Breakfast with Olaf at the
Ninety-Nine Restaurant. This event is a
fundraiser for Winter Carnival. Tickets
are $6 for adults, $4 for children age 10
and under, and free for children under

Winter Carnival returns Feb. 1

GREENFIELD
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Girls from Girl Scout troop 64792 competed in the cardboard sled contest during last year’s annual Winter Carnival at
Beacon Field in Greenfield. Riding in the sled are Evie Flynn, Holly Babineau and Alexis Smith.

By DAVID McLELLAN
Staff Writer

ORANGE — Recreational opportunities on the Millers
River, riverfront development and fixing aging culverts are
among Orange’s community development priorities, and the
town is hoping to receive state funds for these ventures.

The town is submitting a group of proposals to the Franklin
Regional Council of Governments this month — by Jan. 25 — as
part of the FRCOG District Local Technical Assistance pro-
gram, which could grant the town money for a variety of pro-
jects aimed at drawing visitors to Orange and improving the
area’s economy.

According to Town Administrator Gabriele Voelker, there is
no specific dollar amount the town is asking for, but she and
the Planning Board have created a ranked list of five priority
projects for the town. Orange has struggled for several years
fiscally, closing a school and cutting department’s proposed
budgets due to increasing costs and stagnant economic growth.
However, the town has natural assets it believes it can capital-
ize on — specifically, the Millers River.

“I really believe that Orange’s success is not going to be a
mall,” Voelker said. “Orange’s success is going to be capitaliz-
ing on the river, the Blue Trail, joining Orange and Athol and the
efforts to connect the two of us and give people a place to recre-
ate. And that’s what people do on the weekends.”

The first of Orange’s five priority projects is attracting busi-
nesses through the federal Opportunity Zone program, which
gives tax incentives to companies that start businesses in eco-
nomically distressed municipalities.

The town is an eligibile Opportunity Zone, but must narrow
its focus and highlight specific places where businesses should
invest, according to Voelker. This involves an Incentivizing the
Opportunity Zone study, which, as recommended by FRCOG,
would identify open parcels for development, suggested zoning
and permitting recommendations and marketing strategies.
The cluster of information will better inform companies that
could be interested in coming to Orange. 

“Our next phase is to make sure we understand what kind of
businesses will survive in Orange,” Voelker said. “A shoe store
might not survive in Orange. We need to determine what will
survive in Orange, and our focus is developing the riverfront.”

“We need to know what we can offer them and what they can
offer us. It’s a two-way street,” she added. 

The second project would develop the Blue Trail — the
stretch of Millers River that runs from Orange to Athol and is
suitable for boating — with more recreational opportunities.
According to Voelker, the town has had talks with neighboring
Athol about joining the two towns’ boating areas in a system
that would make it convenient for kayakers and visitors. This
includes getting a vehicle that would shuttle kayakers or ca-
noers and their gear back to their car in Athol if they paddle
down to Orange, or vice versa.

“So the idea is to perhaps put a boat in in Athol, and it will
come out in Orange, or vice versa. The other thing we’re talking

Town seeking grants
for development
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age 2. Tickets are available in
advance or at the door.

Sunday’s events continue at
Beacon Field for an afternoon full
of outdoor fun. Sledding down
Beacon Hill, ice skating on the
outdoor ice rink and building
snowmen are all winter and
festival favorites. A snow
sculpture contest, Fatbike Demos
by Bicycle World and snowshoe
demonstrations by Eastner
Mountain Sports will also take
place, weather permitting.

Horse- drawn hay or sleigh rides,
community-wide tug-ofwar, a
live DJ, ice bowling, broom ball
and a hockey match will add to
the fun. Treats are enjoyed with
the cookie bake-off, chili cook-
off, marshmallow toasting, hot
cocoa and other warm offerings
from the snack shack.

Beacon Field will also host a
Vintage Snowmobile Show
sponsored by the Snowmobile
Association of Massachusetts.
Stop by and relive snowmobiling
in its infancy, while listening to
stories of how it used to be.
Spectators will also be able to
cast a vote for their favorite
snowmobile.

Back for the seventh year, by
popular demand, is the K-9 Keg
Pull. Participants

run, dance or do whatever it takes
to urge their dogs across the
finish line. Dogs will sprint,
pulling appropriately sized kegs
— for a Ch- i huahua, that’s a
beer can, while larger breeds pull
fullsize kegs (all emp, ty of
course). Register in advance or
the day of the pull. All proceeds
benefit Friends of the Paws Park.

The conclusion of the events is
the great cardboard sled race. The
creativity is limitless, as just
about anything goes. All sleds
must be made of cardboard.
Prizes are awarded in the youth
and group categories for fastest,
most creative, zaniest and best
crash. Adults earn prizes for the
fastest and most creative.
Businesses are also encouraged to
join the fun in the Corporate
Challenge, where a prize is
awarded for best design. An
overall People’s Choice prize is
awarded based on votes by the
public. Award ceremony follows
the race for all competitions held
throughout the weekend.

While most events are free, some
activities do include a fee or
suggested donation. Fee
information as well as
registration forms for specific
activities are available on the
website. For a complete schedule
of events, an event map, rules for
various contests, registration
forms and more, call 413- 772-
1553 or visit:
www.greenfieldrecreation.

com/wintercar nival

An ice sculpture created by Mark
Bosworth depicting a knight
riding a dragon in front of the
Hawks & Reed Performing Arts
Center was part of the 96th
annual Winter Carnival.
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