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By ZACK DeLUCA
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — Ice sculptors
chiseled away Friday, bringing their
visions to life for Greenfield’s 98th
annual Winter Carnival.

The sculptures, which will be on
display along Main Street through-
out the weekend, range from drag-
ons and dolphins to “Baby Yoda.”
Each artist was sponsored by a dif-
ferent business along Main Street,
where they worked throughout the
day. They used anything from chain-
saws, chisels, router drills and blow-
torches to mold the two, 300-pound
blocks of ice donated by Summit
Ice.

“I try to find carvings that are fun
for kids and adults,” said sculptor
David Barclay.

Barclay, a Northampton native,
chose a dragon for his sculpture and
was sponsored by Greenfield Gar-
den Cinemas. This is his third year
competing in the Winter Carnival.
While he created a dragon in his first
year, and a reindeer in his second,
this design “is more intricate.”

He had been working outside the
theater since roughly 9 a.m., he said,
and was getting ready for the final
touches around 3 p.m. He used a
drill tool to carve the scales and
highlight the dragon’s final features
before going over the sculpture with
a blowtorch. According to Barclay,
the clear ice is created by continu-
ously “agitating” the water as it
freezes so no air bubbles are
trapped inside.

“It makes it fun when you’re
done,” Barclay said. “You get rid of
the snow shavings, go over it with a
torch and it’s really clear. It adds an-

other layer to it.”
Stationed outside of Hawks &

Reed Performing Arts Center was
Mark Bosworth, of Athol, crafting a
mythical winged lion. He has been
competing in the Winter Carnival for
the last several years, and has over
20 years experience as an artist.

As a professional wood sculptor,
he said most of his experience is
with chainsaw carving, though he is
skilled in hand carving, too. This
year ’s idea came to Bosworth “on

the fly” and he enjoyed the fact that,
compared to wood, ice is “fast and
easy ” to mold so he could realize his
vision before it faded away.

“Ice is a nice medium to work
with,” he said, while carving out the
l i o n’s mouth with a die-grinder.

Greenfield resident Linda Smith
was touring the sculptures with her
grandson, Soren, who was visiting
from Colorado. While they hadn’t
seen all of the sculptures yet, Soren
said Barclay’s dragon was his fa-

vorite so far.
Attending the carnival for his

third year was sculptor Peter
Vacchina, of Pittsfield, sponsored by
the Greenfield Gallery. He has been
a marble sculptor for 20 years and
said he enjoys competing in ice
sculpting contests when he can. It’s
also a good reason to get outside in
the winter, he said. This year’s inspi-
ration came from fishing trips with

Popular ice sculptures
on display downtown

this weekend

Turning ice into art for the Carnival
GREENFIELD’S 98TH ANNUAL WINTER CARNIVAL

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Wayne Miller of Walpole, N.H. freezes on the tail of the
dragon he is creating atop a Poet’s Seat-type tower
that he is creating on Main Street as part of the
Greenfield Winter Carnival.

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Mark Bosworth of Athol uses a chainsaw on the
winged lion he is creating on Main Street as part of
the Greenfield Winter Carnival.

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Nathan Peterson of Leverett works on the Baby Yoda
ice sculpture he is creating on Main Street as part of
the Greenfield Winter Carnival.

By DAVID McLELLAN
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — The local log-
gers contracted to harvest trees in
Wendell State Forest last year are re-
questing nearly $30,000 in reimburse-
ment for work hours lost due to dis-
ruptions by protesters.

The state Department of Conser-
vation and Recreation (DCR) con-
tracted the family-owned John H.
Conkey and Sons, a company based
in Belchertown, to log at an approxi-
mately 80-acre old oak stand last
summer and fall, with the job finish-
ing in September.

That project — before, during and
after the actual logging — was vocif-
erously protested by a group calling
itself the Wendell State Forest Al-
liance. The protesters claim the pro-
ject negatively impacted the forest’s
species and recreational value, was
counterproductive in fighting climate
change and violated state laws like
the Global Warming Solutions Act.

During the project, the protesters
tried to physically prevent logging by
blocking loggers, their vehicles and
equipment, and even chaining them-
selves by trees — actions that led to
more than 30 arrests.

“The harassment we have suf-
fered and the delays we have experi-
enced to date have increased our
cost of performance and reduced the
overall profitability of this contract,”
reads a letter to DCR from Kenneth
Conkey of John H. Conkey and Sons.

That letter is included among
court documents, attached to a Jan.
17 affidavit by DCR Director of For-
est Stewardship Peter Church as-
serting the legality of the project.
The Wendell State Forest Alliance is
currently suing DCR in Franklin
County Superior Court over the pro-
ject.

In total, John H. Conkey and Sons
is asking for $29,995.93 in reimburse-
ment.

Along with the letter is a docu-
ment showing more than 20 work
hours were lost for the company’s
logging truck; almost 19 work hours
lost for a Komatsu harvester; almost
21 work hours lost for a John Deere
1110D Forwarder; and 15 work hours
lost for hired tractor trailers.

Conkey writes that neither he nor
the DCR could have anticipated the
level of disruption caused by
protesters.

“It is my understanding that DCR
has conducted many informational
meetings/hearings regarding the for-
est management plan for the Wendell
State Forest with residents of the
area,” he writes.

Conkey notes the great care his
company took during the project to
follow proper logging standards, and
notes the long and respectful rela-
tionship the small, family-owned
company has had with the DCR, in-
cluding past projects in state forests

Log gers
s e ek   $ 3 0 K

due to
pr otester

disr uptions

W ENDELL

Wendell State Forest logging
project faced numerous

protests by local activists

By MAX MARCUS
Staff Writer

GILL — A new addition to a local
bus company’s fleet has created an
opportunity for a local artist to show
off his or her design wherever the
bus travels up and down the East
Coast, while also promoting Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Franklin
C o u n t y.

F.M. Kuzmeskus, a Gill company
best known locally for providing bus
services for many of this area’s
school systems, recently bought a
new luxury coach bus for its corpo-
rate rental program. These buses
are used throughout the Connecti-
cut River Valley, and also are used
for tours along the East Coast, ac-
cording to Pam Reipold,
Ku z m e s k u s ’ executive vice presi-
dent of operations.

In December, as the mechanics
were getting the bus ready, they
mentioned to company managers
that the all-white bus could be a
good opportunity for some sort of
artistic design, Reipold said.

“They were like, ‘Do you know of
a local charity that would do some-
thing with this?’” she recalled. “I
was like, ‘I certainly do.’”

What she had in mind was Big
Brothers Big Sisters, an agency that
connects children with adult men-
tors. Statistically, these relation-

ships improve the chances of the
children graduating high school and
going to college, said Ericka
Almeida, the development director
of Big Brothers Big Sisters; they also
tend to delay the initial encounters
with alcohol and drugs, and are rec-
ognized by the Centers for Disease

Control as the No. 1 preventative
measure against opioid abuse prob-
lems for minors.

In 2019, Big Brothers Big Sisters
connected 178 children in Franklin
County with adult mentors, a higher
number than in past years, Almeida
said. This year, she said, the agency
expects about 190.

The idea for the bus was to some-
how feature the logo of Big Brothers
Big Sisters in its design, as a sort of
free promotion for the agency.

“We thought this was an incredi-
ble opportunity for us,” Almeida
said.

But rather than just hire an artist
to do it, Kuzmeskus and Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters turned it into a com-
petition. Almeida sent notices to art
teachers at local high schools and
colleges. As of Thursday, she had re-
ceived three submissions.

The winning design will be cho-
sen with input by Big Brothers Big
Sisters, Kuzmeskus and Hale Cus-
tom Signs of Gill.

There is no prize — “except that
you can have your art driving up and
down the valley, which is incredible,”
Almeida said.

The first year of operation for the
new bus will also be a fundraising

Bus design contest to
promote Big Brothers

Big Sisters

A blank canvas on wheels
GILL

STAFF PHOTO/MAX MARCUS
The design for this bus will be chosen through a competition open to
local artists. The bus will be part of F.M. Kuzmeskus’ corporate rental
program .

By DAVID McLELLAN
Staff Writer

ORANGE — For those looking to
browse some locally made gifts for Valen-
tine’s Day, then get a tarot card reading
while their child decorates a picture frame
with popsicle sticks, the perfect event is
coming up.

Saturday, Feb. 8, “Infinite Love One
Stop Shop” will be held at LaunchSpace on
the third floor of the Orange Innovation
Center, 131 West Main St. The event is
from 3 to 6 p.m., and is free to enter.

The Valentine’s Day-themed event will
be the first in a series of “pop-up shops”
LaunchSpace will hold, giving local arti-
sans a place to show and sell their works,

as well as giving the public a place to meet
the talented makers living among them.

“We really want to support the creative
economy in our region, and we know we
have great artists here,” said Brianna
Drohen, director and co-founder at
L aunchSpace.

LaunchSpace to begin quarterly ‘pop-up shops’
OR ANGE
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LOTT E R I E S
M I D DAY — 5-7-6-3
E VENING — 6-0-4-4
MASS CASH — 6-11-16-17-19
MEGA MILLIONS — 28-31-33-57-62; Megaball: 19; Megaplier: 2

CORREC TIONS
Friday ’s article, “Ta s k

force begins efforts to help
homeless in North Quabbin
area,” was misworded when
talking about people’s appre-
hension in having a health
agent come to their home.

People who could lose
housing are afraid of retalia-
tion by the landlord, not the
health agents, according to
Deborah Vondal, health agent
in Athol.

The Recorder uses this space each
day to correct any factual errors. Peo-
ple who believe a story to be in error
are encouraged to call the newsroom
at 413-772-0261.

and around the Quabbin
Reser voir.

Judge Mark Mason lis-
tened to arguments on the
state’s motion to dismiss the
lawsuit on Jan. 7, allowing
both sides to plead their cases.
He decided to take time to con-
sider the “complex” case, and
said he would rule on the mo-
tion in 60 to 90 days.

In the meantime, members
of the Wendell State Forest Al-
liance who were arrested last
summer will be due in Orange
District Court on Tuesday for
a hearing. There were 32 ar-
rests on 17 protesters during
the logging, with charges be-
ing trespassing and disorderly
conduct.

They continue to assert
their actions were necessary
in light of the “climate emer-
gency ” and claim forests
should be left largely uncut in
order to allow trees to se-
quester carbon.

“Thousands of trees were
cut and removed from the
Wendell State Forest in Au-

gust and September 2019,”
said John Cohen, of
Northampton, one of the de-
fendants set to appear in court
Tu e s d a y.

“The climate emergency
necessitates that trees be al-
lowed to mature as carbon
storers and sequesterers
rather than be cut for private

industrial benefit,” he said.
It has consistently been

D C R’s policy not to comment
on ongoing litigation or related
matters, and it is unclear how
the agency plans to respond to
the request for reimburse-
ment.

A DCR spokesperson said
Friday they do intend to re-

spond to the Greenfield
Recorder but was unable to
get back by press time.

A call to John H. Conkey
and Sons was not returned by
press time.

Reach David McLellan at
dmclellan@recorder.com or
413-772-0261, ext. 268.

FROM A1

L o g ge rs

opportunity for Big Brothers
Big Sisters. Clients renting a
bus can request to use the
Big Brothers Big Sisters bus
to donate some portion of the
charter rate to the agency,
Reipold said. The percentage
to be donated hasn’t been de-
termined yet.

The last day for submis-
sions is Feb. 7. One submis-
sion is allowed per person,

and submissions should be
rendered digitally using
Adobe Illustrator, if possible.

Additional contest rules
and design templates are
available at bbs-fc.org/con-
test.

The winning design will be
announced before the end of
February. Reipold said she
expects the design to be ap-
plied to the bus by mid-
March.

Reach Max Marcus at
mmarcus@recorder.com or
413-772-0261, ext. 261.
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Bus

The event, in addition to 20
“artist-maker ” vendors, will
have 10 “healers” — reiki
healers, acupuncturists, tarot
card readers, a chiropractor
and others. There will also be
spa services and EFT (Emo-
tional Freedom Techniques)
tapping, an alternative
medicine intended to be thera-
peutic and relieve trauma.
The healers will give demon-
strations in their respective
areas.

“Arts and wellness is really
the focus and what we want to
support,” Drohen said. “We
are getting together a lot of en-
ergy healers in the area.”

While there will naturally
be many Valentine’s Day gifts
and items, Drohen said a di-
versity of art will showcase lo-
cals’ talents. They include
flowers, jewelry and choco-
lates, and also handmade tote
bags, pottery, CBD products
and information about getting
involved at LaunchSpace.

For $15 at a children’s sta-
tion, youth can spend a half-
hour to an hour making Valen-
tine’s Day gifts. A photo booth
will be available for children to
take photographs that will

print instantly, then decorate a
photo frame with popsicle
sticks and other materials.

Infinite Love One Stop
Shop, in addition to
LaunchSpace, is hosted by the
North Quabbin Trails Associa-
tion and the Orange Innova-
tion Center.

“We really have a whole
team putting things together,”
Drohen said. “We don’t really
want it to be a mini-festival,
but we do want it to be a sus-
tainable model to support the
artists isolated in these rural
areas.”

The goal is to do pop-up
shops at LaunchSpace quar-
terly, Drohen said, with the
next event to be scheduled
close to Mother’s Day, but
move to monthly events if the
idea is a success.

LaunchSpace started a
couple years ago as a business
incubator and makerspace for
entrepreneurs and others to
hone their skills in the 10,000-
square-foot workshop.

LaunchSpace has hosted a
variety of small events and
public forums, including for
artists, business owners and

legislators, and is working on
“Phase One” of its business
plan — offering metalworking,
woodworking, blacksmithing,
ceramics, photography and
other tools, technology and
workshops.

According to Drohen, its
pop-up shop series falls right
in line with the goal to get new
businesses off the ground and
small businesses more expo-
sure.

“LaunchSpace is a place
for people to go and create,
and this is kind of one cog in
the wheel of what our long-
term goal is,” Drohen said.

In addition to Infinite Love
One Stop Shop, more is going
on at the Orange Innovation
Center on Feb. 8, and Drohen
is hoping the community will
come and spend the day. Hon-
est Weight Brewery will hold a
ramen noodle and beer event
from 4 to 8 p.m.

To learn more about
LaunchSpace, visit
launchspace- orange.com. For
LaunchSpace events, and for a
full listing of the vendors at the
upcoming pop-up shop, visit
its Facebook page at
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
launchspace/.

Reach David McLellan at
dmclellan@recorder.com or
413-772-0261, ext. 268.
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L aunch

his brother in Pittsfield.
“This is the one that got

a w a y, ” Vacchina said of the
large, fully scaled fish sculp-
ture.

Using a specially designed
tool, made by attaching his fa-
ther ’s old ice block plane blade
attached to an old ax handle,
Vacchina was able to chisel off
large chunks of ice and deli-
cately shave away without
switching devices. He then
used a router drill for the
small curves of the scales.

Competing for the first
time this year is Nathan Peter-
son, of Leverett, whose sculp-
ture of Baby Yoda can be found
on the corner near sponsor
Mesa Verde. He credited the
idea for the pop-culturally rel-
evant sculpture to his daugh-
ter. Peterson is a stone mason
by trade and had been working
on the ice sculpture since 10
a.m. He said he enjoyed hear-
ing the feedback from pedes-
trians as they made their way

down Main Street.
Cheryl Baker, a Greenfield

native, said she has viewed
the ice sculptor competition
for a few years now. Her fa-
vorite this year, she said, is the
sculpture of two dolphins in
the form of a heart outside of
the Greenfield Community
College building on Main
Street.

“The sculptures impress
me more and more ever year,”
Baker said.

A few sculptors thought the
weather was too warm to fully
realize their visions. Wayne
Miller, from Walpole, N.H., was
working on a dragon sculpture
outside Green Fields Market
with his wife, Meg Kupiec.
Due to the relatively warm
weather, the couple was un-
able to attach the dragon’s
wings because they were too
heavy to freeze with enough
support.

The dragon perched on the
tower with a large pillar of icy
flames billowing from its open
jaws. Kupiec said the pillar
was actually a last-minute ad-
dition, inspired by the local
Po e t ’s Seat Tower which they

saw as they entered Green-
field for the competition.

Other sculptures in the
competition included an out-
line of Massachusetts outside
the Greenfield Baptist
Church, created by members
of Franklin County Technical
School, another dragon on the
corner near Greenfield Sav-

ings Bank and an eagle near
Ryan & Casey Liquors.

Residents can enter a vote
for their favorite at the ballot
box on the Greenfield Com-
mon by Sunday at 10 a.m.

Zack DeLuca can be reached
at zdeluca@recorder.com or
413-772-0261, ext. 264.

STAFF PHOTO/DAVID MCLELLAN
LaunchSpace is on the third floor of the Orange Innovation
Center, 131 West Main St. in Orange.
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STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Peter Vacchina, of Pittsfield, shaves ice off his bass ice
sculpture he is creating on Main Street as part of the
Greenfield Winter Carnival.

PRE-INVENTORY
Jan 29 - Feb 2

Save an ADDITIONAL 20%off
all winter clearance merchandise

already marked 20%-50% off

FIVE

DAYS

ONLY!SALE

Save 20% off on all
non-sale items STORE WIDE

Plus

Exceptions: Boat Trailers, Licenses, Tennis Balls, Ammo, Under Armour, Guns, Gift Certificates, Leatherman Tools,
Camping Fuel,Hoka One One, The North Face, Coleman, Wilderness Systems,

Patagonia, Powered Ice Augers, Merrell Footwear

BRATTLEBORO, VT 802-254-2933 • HADLEY, MA 413-582-9820
• KEENE/SWANZEY, NH 603-352-6200 • www.samsoutfitters.com

Save 36%-60%

Keene Hours: Mon-Tue. 9-6 Wed.-Fri 9-9
Sat 9-6 • Sun 10-5

Hadley Hours :Mon-Sat. 10-9 • Sun 10-6

Sale valid for in-stock merchandise only!

Brattleboro Hours: Mon-Tue. 10-6
Wed.-Fri 10-7 Sat 10-6 • Sun 10-5

MINI
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VINTAGE
APPLE CIDER
HEIRLOOM APPLES
CLARKDALE
Fruit Farms
Open 8am - 5pm
Fri. - Sat. - Sun.N
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CONWAY SNOWMOBILE CLUB
PANCAKE BREAKFAST

SUNDAY,
FEBRUARY 2, 2020
at CONWAY FIREHOUSE

All you can eat: eggs, Pekarski’s Sausage,
and of course pancakes with real Maple Syrup

7:30 - 11:00 AM
ADULTS - $10.00

CHILDREN 10 & UNDER - $5.00
TRAIL ACCESSIBLE / SNOW PERMITTING

ONE OF A KIND

dillonchevrolet.com - 773-3678

1951 HANDSCHUH
DEALER SERVICED
FOR OVER 42 YEARS

ONE OWNER.
CLEAN CARFAX.

STILL RUNS GOOD.
AM RADIO W/8 TRACK.

VERY RELIABLE

RETIREMENT
SALE!
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TAX PREPARATION

Tax Preparation & Bookkeeping

Now taking Appointments

Drop Off Service encouraged

Low Fees

525 Bernardston Rd. Greenfield MA

413-773-3686
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NEED AN AD
IN A HURRY?

Mini ads are what you need!
If you place your ad by

1:00p.m., It will appear in the
following day’s edition.

(2:00p.m. Friday for Monday)

Reach over 30,000
readers tomorrow.

Call 413-772-0261

FOR SALE
Wood chips - mixed or clean
Firewood - green, dry or logs
Softwood - for campfires

Call for prices, 413-772-9063
Jim’s Tree Service

RestaurantRestaurant
ALL YOU CAN EAT

Clam Strips or
Scrod w/French Fries

Adults $9.99 Kids $3.99 (12 & under)

Saturday 11-7:30
Like Us On Facebook

Pete's Seafood • 772-2153
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