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By DOMENIC POLI
Staff Writer

DEERFIELD — Adoption
of the lone article on tonight’s
Special Town Meeting war-
rant would make funding
available should Deerfield win
a state grant to replace the
failing Kelleher Drive culvert
and to make other environ-
mentally-sensitive improve-
ments.

Voters at Deerfield Town
Offices will be asked if they
agree to transfer $196,895
from general stabilization for

the required cash match for a
Municipal Vulnerability Pre-
paredness grant from the
state. At a Jan. 21 Deerfield
Selectboard meeting, Chair
Trevor McDaniel said the
state would pay 75 percent of
the cost if the grant is re-
ceived.

The Special Town Meeting
is slated to begin at 7 p.m.

The plan is to replace the
Kelleher Drive culvert, and in-
stall “green infrastructure” at
Deerfield Elementary School
and in the town center. The
improvement project would

also include revision of Deer-
field bylaws to promote cli-
mate resiliency and low-im-
pact development. According
to the town website, Deerfield
would actively engage youth
from Deerfield and surround-
ing communities by involving
students at Frontier Regional
School in designing water con-
servation measures for the
high school’s campus.

Selectboard member Car-
olyn Shores Ness said the
state grant would provide
$326,900 for the culvert pro-
ject, and the town would have

to match $108,900.
At the Jan. 21 meeting, she

said attendance at tonight’s
Special Town Meeting is of the
utmost importance.

“It’s critical that people
come,” she said. “And the rea-
son why is we need to sign the
contract on Jan. 31.”

“Hopefully, the town will
support us in the grant that
we hope to get,” McDaniel
said.

Reach Domenic Poli at:
dpoli@recorder.com or 413-
772-0261, ext. 262.

Potential grant match sole article
on tonight’s STM warrant

DEERFIELD

By DAVID McLELLAN
Staff Writer

ORANGE — A police
cruiser was contaminated
with fentanyl following an ar-
rest in Orange.

A person arrested Monday
tried to conceal fentanyl,
which ended up “exposing of-
ficers and contaminating one
of our cruisers,” according to
a post on the Orange Police
Department’s Facebook page
late Tuesday afternoon.

Tuesday, the Police De-
partment paid for a bio-haz-
ard remediation team from
Trauma Services LLC, based
in Mansfield, to decontami-
nate the vehicle, due to the
substance’s extreme po-
t e n c y.

Fentanyl is a synthetic opi-
oid that is 80 to 100 times
stronger than morphine, and
is sometimes added to heroin
to increase the drug’s po-
tency, according to police.

Exposure to even small
amounts of fentanyl can be
“quick, and in the right cir-
cumstances, deadly. It is a
very dangerous thing to
come in contact with,” the
post reads. “If a dog sniffs a
bit of powdered fentanyl, the
size of a poppy seed, it can kill
them.”

The Orange Police De-
partment noted that such in-
cidents are often thought of
as an urban phenomenon,
but can happen in rural ar-
eas, too, putting both drivers
and passengers of the con-

taminated cruiser at risk.
“Not only are officers in

the cruisers, but we also
transport prisoners, victims
of crimes, families involved in
accidents and the occasional
runaway K-9,” the post reads.
“We can’t take a chance that
we give your child or your
puppy a ride and inadver-
tently expose them to this
dangerous drug.”

Law enforcement officers
across the country have seen
a spike in recent years in the
prevalence of fentanyl abuse
and fentanyl-heroin mixes,
leading to agencies exercis-
ing extra caution when possi-
bly dealing with the sub-
stance, according to Associ-
ated Press articles.

Last June, several East-
hampton police officers were
taken to the hospital after be-
coming ill following fentanyl
exposure. And, in September,
four police officers in Wilm-
ington were hospitalized af-
ter coming into contact with
fentanyl on a man they were
ar resting.

Even more recently, in De-
cember a K-9 police dog with
the police department in
Smithfield, R.I., had to be
treated with the opioid over-
dose reversal medication
naloxone — commonly
known as Narcan — after its
heart rate dropped to danger-
ously low levels following a
drug bust.

No further information is
available at this time. The
Greenfield Recorder will be
running a follow-up article
about this incident.

Reach David McLellan at
dmclellan@recorder.com or
413-772-0261, ext. 268.

Bio-haz ar d
remediation team
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Police cruiser
cont aminated
with fentanyl

OR ANGE

By SHELBY ASHLINE
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — Wi t h
the plastic bag ban in effect
as of Jan. 16, a group of resi-
dents are banding together to
ensure reusable bags aren’t
hard to come by.

The Friends of Reusable
Bags, which is sponsored by
Greening Greenfield, has
given away an estimated
1,800 reusable bags since
forming about a year ago,
when the plastic bag ban was
approved by City Council.
Now, its members are getting
ready for their sixth bag-
making workshop on Satur-
day from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
the Discovery School at Four
Corners. The event will be
held concurrently with the
Winter Farmers Market.

Efforts have been amping
up, according to Friends of
Reusable Bags member

Louise Amyot, who said the
fifth bag-making workshop
was held the day after the
ban took effect. She said the
group is driven by the “Re-
duce, reuse, recycle” motto,
noting that making the bags
out of empty seed and grain
bags helps keep the material
out of landfills while provid-
ing a useful new creation.

“It’s creative and you have a
fast result because it doesn’t
take that long to make a bag,
especially after you’ve made a
few and you’ve gotten the hang
of it,” she said. “And the bags
are pretty. They tend to be very
attractive.”

The group also makes
bags from T-shirts using a
sewing machine or by tying
them in a series of knots.

The Friends of Reusable
Bags was originally inspired
by The BagShare Project,

Making shopping
safer for environment

GREENFIELD

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO/EMILY GREENE
Members of the Friends of Reusable Bags participated in
their fifth bag-making workshop at 12 Federal St. in
Greenfield on Jan. 17. The next workshop is scheduled for
Sa tu rday.

Friends of Reusable Bags organizing
workshops in wake of plastic bag ban

Glow party, extra outdoor activities among new Winter Carnival features

It ’s that time of year again

GREENFIELD

By MELINA BOURDEAU
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — During a
time of year that can be cold
and dreary, residents have the
Winter Carnival to brighten
their spirits.

This year is no exception,
says Christy Moore, director
of the Greenfield Recreation
Department, which is prepar-
ing for the 98th annual event to
start on Friday. The theme of
this year’s event, which runs
through Sunday, is “There’s
Snow Place Like Home.”

Moore said new activities
include a glow party, more out-
door activities and allowing
the public to participate in
Sunday ’s chili cook-off, which
was previously only open to
restaurants.

Fr iday
The celebration starts Fri-

day, when area artists will take
to carving ice sculptures that
will be on display throughout
the weekend. People are en-
couraged to vote for their fa-
vorite sculpture via a ballot
box on the Greenfield Com-
mon. After dusk, the sculp-
tures will be illuminated.

At 4 p.m., the Winter Carni-
val torch lighting will take
place on the common, followed
by a performance by
MEGAdance at 5:30 p.m. A
glow party will be held at Bea-
con Field from 5:30 to 7 p.m.,
and the fifth annual Parade of
Lights will start at 6 p.m. Illu-
minated vehicles will travel
from Newton School to Bea-
con Field.

A warming fire and fire-
works display starting at 7
p.m. will round out the night at
Beacon Field.

“There will be glow face
paint, a glow stick vendor and

the LED glow performance,”
Moore said. “We want to get
people to the field as the pa-
rade is ending and see all of
the fun. We have a different
performer and people like
glow-in-the-dark things — es-
pecially fireworks.”

Other activities on Friday
include a hot chocolate and
board game social at the
Greenfield Public Library
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Satur day
On Saturday, the 4-mile

Sleigh Bell Run starts off the
morning, with participants jin-
gling their way through the
course from Hope Street to the
Highland Park area. Partici-
pants can register online or at

STAFF FILE PHOTO/DAN LITTLE
Wayne Miller, of Walpole, N.H., works on carving his polar vortex ice sculpture in advance of the 2019 Winter Carnival.

STAFF FILE PHOTO/DAN LITTLE
Orion, an 8-year-old Puggle, competes in the K-9 Keg Pull during the 2019 Winter Carnival at
Beacon Field in Greenfield.

STAFF FILE PHOTO/DAN LITTLE
Sylvia Guillaume, then 10, slides across the finish line in a
cardboard frog pond sled with a first-place time of 11
seconds during the 2019 Winter Carnival at Beacon Field in
Greenfield .SEE CARNI VAL B2SEE B AGS B3
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LOCAL & STATEB2 Wedne sday, Januar y 2 9, 2020

BEACON HILL ROLL CALL

By BOB KATZEN

There were no roll calls in
the House or Senate last week.
This week, Beacon Hill Roll
Call reports on some of the
bills that were approved by the
Legislature and signed into
law by Gov. Charlie Baker in
the 2019 session.

Of the more than 6,000 bills
that have been filed for consid-
eration, only 148 have been ap-
proved and signed by the gov-
ernor. Only 25 of those were
bills that affect the entire
state, while the vast majority
were either sick leave banks,
local land-taking measures or
other local measures applying
to just one city or town.

Sick leave banks allow pub-
lic employees to voluntarily
donate sick, personal or vaca-
tion days to a sick leave bank
for use by a fellow worker so
he or she can get paid while on
medical leave. Land-takings
are local land measures that
usually only affect one city or
town.

Here are five of the 25 im-
portant, statewide-related
bills signed into law:

$200 million in Chapter 90
funding for local roads
(H 69)

House 152 to 0, Senate 40 to
0, approved and on June 6, the
governor signed into law a bill
authorizing $200 million in
one-time funding for the main-
tenance and repair of local
roads and bridges in cities and
towns across the state. The
package is a bond bill under
which the funding would be
borrowed by the state through
the sale of bonds.

Other provisions include
$200 million for rail improve-
ments and $1.5 billion in bond-
ing to allow for federal inter-
state repairs to advance. Ac-
cording to officials, 80 percent
of the $1.5 billion would be re-
imbursed by the federal gov-
er nment.

A “Ye s ” vote is for the bill.
Rep. Natalie Blais — Ye s
Rep. Paul Mark — Ye s
Rep. Susannah Whipps —

Ye s
Sen. Joanne Comerford —

Ye s
Sen. Adam Hinds — Ye s

Ban hand-held cellphones
(S 2216)

House 154 to 1, Senate 38 to
1, approved and on Nov. 25,
Baker signed into law a bill
that would prohibit drivers,
except on-duty public safety
personnel, from using a hand-
held cellphone or other elec-
tronic device to make a call or
access social media. The mea-
sure allows drivers to use only

a hands-free phone but allows
him or her to perform a single
tap or swipe to activate or de-
activate the hands-free mode
feature.

Use of a hand-held phone
would be permitted in emer-
gencies including if the vehicle
is disabled; a disabled vehicle
or an accident are present on
a roadway; medical attention
is required and if police, fire-
fighters or other emergency
services personnel are neces-
sary for the safety of the oper-
ator or a passenger, or to oth-
erwise ensure the safety of the
public.

Violators would be fined
$100 for a first offense, $250 for
a second offense and $500 for a
third and subsequent offense.
A third offense would count as
a surchargeable offense that
could lead to higher insurance
rates for the violator.

The measure basically
keeps the current mandate
that police departments docu-
ment the driver’s race only
when they issue a ticket, write
a warning or make an arrest
after a traffic stop. Some say
that will not gather enough
data and that the only way to
do so is to get the information
on all cars that are stopped re-
gardless of whether they are
arrested or received a ticket
or a warning.

A “Ye s ” vote is for the bill.
Rep. Natalie Blais — Ye s
Rep. Paul Mark — Ye s
Rep. Susannah Whipps —

Ye s
Sen. Joanne Comerford —

Ye s
Sen. Adam Hinds — Ye s

Campaign finance laws
(H 4087)

House 155 to 0, Senate 39 to
0, approved and on Nov. 26, the
governor signed a bill making
changes in the state’s cam-
paign finance laws. Current
law exempts legislative candi-
dates and some candidates for
mayor from the requirement
that they use a depository re-
porting system, which cur-
rently must be followed by
statewide, county and many
other municipal candidates.
The bill requires legislative
candidates and some candi-
dates for mayor to adhere to
the same strict requirements.

The depository reporting
system requires candidates to
file a monthly report that dis-
closes all campaign finance
activity. Legislative reports
are under the current non-de-
pository system and are filed
only two or three times a year.

Another provision directs
the Office of Campaign and
Political Finance to write reg-
ulations regarding the appro-
priate use of websites and so-

cial media for campaign pur-
poses. The measure also cre-
ates a special legislative com-
mission to examine the feasi-
bility of allowing candidates
for state, county or municipal
elected office to use campaign
funds to pay for family care
and child care services for the
candidate.

A “Ye s ” vote is for the bill.
Rep. Natalie Blais — Ye s
Rep. Paul Mark — Ye s
Rep. Susannah Whipps —

Ye s
Sen. Joanne Comerford —

Ye s
Sen. Adam Hinds — Ye s

Childr en’s health (S 2368)
House 155 to 0, Senate 40 to

0, approved and on Nov. 26,
Baker signed into law legisla-
tion designed to make it easier
for children and their families
to navigate the state’s compli-
cated and often difficult to un-
derstand health care system.
A key provision requires
health insurance companies
to perform monthly updates of
their provider databases that
tell patients which doctors and
other medical resources are
available to them. Patients
complain that many physi-
cians are listed as local and
taking new patients despite
having retired, moved or
stopped accepting new pa-
tients.

The measure also allows
foster children to remain cov-
ered by MassHealth until they
turn 26, the same option that
children covered by their par-
ents’ private insurance cur-
rently have; examines the bar-
riers to mental and behavioral
health supports for children;
establishes a commission to
study mandated reporting
laws; and provides for in-
creased education around
child sex abuse and exploita-
tion.

A “Ye s ” vote is for the bill.
Rep. Natalie Blais — Ye s
Rep. Paul Mark — Ye s
Rep. Susannah Whipps —

Ye s
Sen. Joanne Comerford —

Ye s

Sen. Adam Hinds — Ye s

$1.5 billion for education
(H 4157)

House 156 to 0, Senate 39 to
0, approved and on Nov. 26,
Baker signed into law the Stu-
dent Opportunity Act that in-
vests $1.5 billion, mostly in the
form of Chapter 70 aid for local
school districts, in the state’s
public K-12 education system
over the next seven years. The
measure implements the rec-
ommendations of the Founda-
tion Budget Review Commis-
sion, which found the state
was underfunding schools by
more than $1 billion annually.

A “Ye s ” vote is for the bill.
Rep. Natalie Blais — Ye s
Rep. Paul Mark — Ye s
Rep. Susannah Whipps —

Ye s
Sen. Joanne Comerford —

Ye s
Sen. Adam Hinds — Ye s

Also up on
Beacon Hill
Baker proposes $44.6
billion fiscal 2021
state budget

Baker fired the first shot in
the long battle over the state
budget for fiscal year 2021 that
begins on July 1. He proposed
a $44.6 billion package that in-
creases overall state spending
by 2.3 percent above the cur-
rent fiscal year, according to
the administration. In April,
the House will draft its own
version of the budget, followed
by the Senate, which in May
will propose yet another ver-
sion. A House-Senate confer-
ence committee will eventu-
ally craft a plan that will be
presented to the House and
Senate for consideration and
sent to the governor.

Automatic voter
registration is underway

As of Jan. 1, Massachusetts
citizens who are not regis-
tered to vote will automati-

cally be registered when they
apply for or renew their
driver ’s license or state identi-
fication cards at the Registry
of Motor Vehicles, apply for
MassHealth or sign up for
health insurance through the
Commonwealth Health Con-
necter. Citizens will have the
ability to opt out of registering
to vote when they are complet-
ing their applications.

Anyone who wants to vote
in the presidential primaries
on March 3 must be registered
to vote by Feb. 12. People who
will not be applying for a
driver ’s license or health in-
surance before the registra-
tion deadline can register to
vote at Register-
ToVoteMA .com.

Voters can confirm their
registration status, address
and political party online at
sec.state.ma.us/ele.

Allow 16- and 17-year-olds
to vote in local elections
(H 720 and S 389)

The Elections Laws Com-
mittee held a hearing on two
pieces of legislation that would
allow cities and towns to per-
mit 16- and 17-year-olds to
vote in their local city and
town elections. Current law
requires that voters be 18.

“We filed this bill because
we believe in local control,”
said Rep. Andy Vargas, D-
Haverhill, a House co-sponsor
of the proposal. “At least nine
cities and towns have asked
for the authority to lower the
voting age for their municipal
elections, but the state has es-
sentially ignored these re-
quests. If cities and towns
want youth voices to be heard
at the ballot box, the state
s h o u l d n’t stand in the way of
their local intent. In the same
fashion, no city or town will be
required to lower its voting
age under this bill. Cities and
towns that are content with
their current voting age can
simply carry on.”

“It is time to give munici-
palities the option to empower
their own young people,” said
Sen. Harriette Chandler, D-
Worcester, the sponsor of the
Senate bill. “The EMPOWER
Act creates a local option that
allows young people to vote in
local elections, for municipali-
ties who want to participate.
Cities and towns have asked
for this option for years, and I
believe that young people de-
serve a voice in their local gov-
er nment.”

Require decal for drivers
with a learner’s permit
(H 3081)

The Transportation Com-
mittee’s agenda included a bill

that would require a highly-re-
flective “L Plate” decal to be
clearly visible to law enforce-
ment officers on the front and
back of any vehicle being oper-
ated by a driver with a
learner ’s permit. The size, fee
and other details would be de-
termined by the Registry of
Motor Vehicles.

Supporters said this would
warn other motorists that the
driver is inexperienced and
encourage them to take extra
caution. They say the require-
ment would likely reduce the
frustration of other motorists,
reduce unnecessary honking,
prevent injuries and maybe
even save lives.

Opponents say the bill is a
solution in search of a problem
that doesn’t exist. They note
that families with more than
one car would have to get two
decals for each car and note
that if a permanent decal is
used, experienced drivers
would often be driving the car
with the decal and be mis-
taken for a novice behind the
wheel. They argue that some
motorists might pass student
drivers illegally on a double
yellow line to avoid being
stuck behind someone learn-
ing to drive.

Medal of Liberty (H 4279)
A bill heard by the Veterans

Affairs Committee would ex-
pand the current law that re-
quires the Medal of Liberty to
be awarded to the next of kin
of Massachusetts servicemen
and women killed in action.

The bill would expand the
number of eligible veterans
and require a medal to be
awarded to the families of ser-
vice members who died while
in the line of duty or who died
as a result of wounds received
while in the line of duty. This
eliminates the rule that the
death had to be in combat, a
war zone or as a result of ac-
tion of an enemy.

“So often we see our ser-
vice members suffer tragic
circumstances during training
exercises, accidents and other
unforeseen events,” said the
bill’s co-sponsors Reps. Brian
Murray, D-Milford, and
Michael Soter, R-Bellingham,
in a joint statement. “While
these situations are not neces-
sarily combat-related, the ded-
ication of our servicemen and
women, as well as the loss
their families suffer, are no
less than if they were. As such,
we should have a means of
recognizing their sacrifice in
an appropriate and respectful
m a n n e r. ”

www.recor der.com

Check out the
latest headlines at

the Recreation Department, or
on race day at Hope & Olive.

For those looking for indoor
fun on Saturday, there will be
the Family Fun Fest at the
Youth Center, 20 Sanderson
St., with a performance by
Jonathan Mirin of Piti Theatre
Co. at 10 a.m. Family Fun Fest
will also feature an art exhibit,
face-painting, crafts and board
games. Popcorn and drinks
will be available for purchase.

New this year, Family Fun
Fest will continue outside at
Beacon Field with music, sled-
ding, capture the flag, snowga
(snow yoga) and more.

“One of the additions in-
cludes ‘snowga,’ which is in
collaboration with Burning
Heart Yoga,” Moore said. “We
hope it will get people outside
in their snow gear and try to
do yoga in the snow. We’ll see
how many people can touch
their toes in snow pants.”

Additional Saturday activi-
ties include basketball games,
a Fatbike Group Ride, a crib-
bage tournament and the Win-
ter Carnival Jamboree at
Hawks & Reed Performing
Arts Center.

S u n day
On Sunday, events start

bright and early with Break-
fast with Olaf at 8 a.m. at the
Ninety-Nine Restaurant. This
event is a fundraiser for the
Winter Carnival. Tickets are
$6 per person, children ages 10
and under are $4, and children
under 2 are admitted for free.

Sunday ’s events continue
at Beacon Field with sledding,

ice skating and building snow-
men. A snow sculpture contest
and snowshoe demonstrations
by Eastern Mountain Sports
will take place, weather per-
mitting. There will also be
horse-drawn hay or sleigh
rides, a com-
munity-wide
tug of war, ice
bowling,
broom ball
and a hockey
match.

For food,
there will be a
cookie bake-
off, chili cook-
off, marsh-
mallow toast-
ing, hot cocoa
and other
warm selec-
tions. New
this year,
Moore said
she worked
with the city’s
Health De-
partment to allow the public to
compete in the chili cook-off.

Beacon Field will also host
a Vintage Snowmobile Show
and rides from noon to 4 p.m.
Spectators will can cast their
votes for their favorite snow-
mobile.

Back for the eighth year by
popular demand is the K-9 Keg
Pull at 1 p.m. Participants do
whatever it takes to urge their
dogs, pulling appropriately
sized kegs, across the finish
line. Those wishing to enter
their dogs into the competition
can register in advance or on
the day of the competition.

The last event before the
3:45 p.m. awards ceremony is
the Cardboard Sled Contest at
2:30 p.m.

“The creativity is limit-

less,” reads a Greenfield
Recreation Department press
release. “Just about anything
goes, but all sleds must be
made of cardboard.”

Prizes are awarded in the
youth and group categories for

the fastest,
most cre-
ative, zaniest
and best
crash. Adults
can earn
prizes for the
fastest and
most cre-
ative. Busi-
nesses are
also encour-
aged to join in
the Corporate
Challenge,
where a prize
is awarded
for best de-
sign. An over-
all “Pe o p l e ’s
Choice” prize
is also

awarded.
For a complete schedule of

events and event map, visit
greenfieldrecreation.com/win-
tercar nival. While most events
are free, some activities do in-
clude a fee or suggested dona-
tion. For more information
about the Winter Carnival, call
413-772-1553.
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We hope it will
get people outside in
their snow gear and
try to do yoga in the
snow. We’ll see how
many people can
touch their toes in
snow pants.”

CHRISTY MOORE
director, Greenfield Recreation

Department, on ‘snowg a’

www.recor der.com

for up-to-date

WEATHER
INFORMATION
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GGrandparents,randparents,
PParentsarents
&& KKidsids

Mail, bring photos with names or
Email to: clasinfo@recorder.com or
classified@atholdailynews.com and

call 413-772-0148 with credit card information.
VISA / MC / Discover / Amex

or money order to:

Greenfield Recorder Classified Department
P.O. Box 1367

Greenfield, MA 01302
or come to: 14 Hope St., Greenfield

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Are you looking for an original wayAre you looking for an original way
to tell someone how much you care about them?to tell someone how much you care about them?
Show them with a photo in aValentine heart!

The cost is only
$16.00 per heart

Publication is Friday, February 14th
Deadline is Tuesday, February 11th

at 4:30 pm
We’re sorry, due to production requirements,

no ads will be accepted after this date.
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