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or certificate, vocational or train-
ing program at a public institu-
tion. For students who meet cer-
tain low-income eligibility, the
legislation gives additional aid in
grants to cover the additional
costs of attending the school in-
cluding room and board, books
and supplies, transportation and
personal expenses.

“Higher education is vital to
our state’s economy and suc-
cess,” said co-sponsor Sen.
Jamie Eldridge, D-Acton. “We
cannot treat it like a luxury. We
cannot let financial obstacles
hinder the growth of our youth
and the flourishing of our state.
An act to guarantee debt-free
public higher education is the
solution.”

“I filed this legislation be-
cause I believe public higher ed-
ucation should be free and ac-
cessible like it was in the late
1980s when I was born,” said co-
sponsor Rep. Natalie Higgins,
D-Leominster. “U n f o r t u n a t e l y,
inaction to keep up with public
higher education funding has
led to widespread cuts — 32 per-
cent per student since 2001, plus
a 32 percent reduction in schol-
arship aid. This is an equity is-
sue. While 50 percent of Mas-
sachusetts residents have
earned a bachelor’s degree or
higher, less than 30 percent of
my community of Leominster

has, and across Gateway Cities
it can be less than 25 percent.”

Social emotional
learning (H 543)

Rep. Ruth Balser, D-Newton,
sponsored this bill heard by the
Education Committee that
would require, as a provision of
initial certification and recertifi-
cation, that all educators and ad-
ministrators must have training
in “strategies to develop stu-
dents’ social-emotional learning
competencies, including self-
awareness, self-management,
social awareness, relationship
skills and responsible decision-
making.”

Supporters said that mount-
ing research evidence shows
that high-quality social and emo-
tional learning practices in
schools help children to develop
the social, emotional and aca-
demic skills they need to thrive.
They noted that many students
come to school having experi-
enced trauma that impacts their
relationships, and that school of-
ficials report that the numbers
of students with anxiety, depres-
sion and suicidal ideation is in-
creasing at an alarming level.

“It is important to recognize
that children’s learning is, in
part, dependent on their emo-
tional state,” Balser said. “This
bill requires teachers and ad-
ministrators to receive training
in social-emotional learning
strategies.”
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Energy Park’s stage, caboose get coat of paint
By MARY BYRNE

Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — Energy Park re-
opened this week after receiving a
“much-needed face lift.”

The Recreation Department an-
nounced in a Facebook post on
Wednesday that the park on Miles
Street is once again open after being
closed for two weeks while inmates
from the Franklin County Jail and
House of Correction gave the stage
and caboose a fresh coat of paint.

“They ’ve helped us paint a couple of
things in the past,” said Recreation
Department Program Supervisor
Loren Beale. “Back in March, they re-
painted the Youth Center. … They were
able to go down and repaint Energy
Park, and they did a really great job.”

Beale said the department is hoping
to rent out the park for concerts this
s u m m e r.

“Now that it’s all painted, it’ll look
great in photos,” she said. “A big thank
you to the Franklin County Sheriff ’s
Office. They do an amazing job every

time they help us out.”
As summer approaches, the Recre-

ation Department is also preparing the
Green River Swimming and Recre-
ation Area, with opening weekend
slated for June 5 and 6. Information on
swim passes and open hours is avail-
able on the department’s website at
greenfieldrecreation.com/green-
r i v e r. h t m l .

Mary Byrne can be reached at
mbyrne@recorder.com or 413-930-
4429. Twitter: @MaryEByrne
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The caboose at Greenfield’s Energy
Park was recently painted by inmates
from the Franklin County Jail and
House of Correction.

STAFF PHOTOS/PAUL FRANZ
Above and below, Energy Park in
Greenfield has reopened after a two-
week closure for painting.
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STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Inmates from the Franklin County Jail
and House of Correction recently gave
the stage and caboose in Greenfield’s
Energy Park a fresh coat of paint.

Eyeglasses
Eye Exams
Contact Lenses

27 Bridge Street
Shelburne Falls, MA 413-625-9898

Industrial Protective
Eyewear

the
optician

“For People Who Value Their Vision”

NE-361269

Beginning Monday the 31st extended summer hours
begin. Store will now be open every day except Tuesday.

Locally Owned and Operated
We buy antiques, and also offer clean out services.

HOURS:
Sun, Mon, Wed 11-6, Thurs, Fri, Sat 10-6

1204 Mohawk Trail, on Rt 2 Scenic Byway, in Shelburne, MA.
Contact info: DuckPondAntiques@gmail.com

413-507-9392

The Duck Pond
HOMEOF LOCAL ARTISANS, ANTIQUES, ANDGARDENDECOR.

NE-361362

Rethreads
Consignment Store

14 Bridge Street
Shelburne Falls, MA

625-9759

Showtime “Dexter” T-shirts
Exclusive to Rethreads

Filmed in Shelburne Falls and Surrounding Areas.

New Items Daily
Spring and Summer Items

Filling the Racks

Store Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday

Sunday 9-5
Thursday 9-7

Wednesday - Closed
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